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MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
FAIRFIELD COUNTY COUNCIL
OCTOBER 28, 2024

Present: Clarence Gilbert, Shirley Greene, Dan Ruff, Doug Pauley, Peggy
Swearingen, Cornelius Robinson, Tim Roseborough, (Council Members); Clay Killian
(Interim County Administrator); Alex Hooks (for County Attorney); Dr. Kimberly W.
Roberts (Clerk to Council)

Absent: None

In accordance with the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80 (e), as
amended, the following persons and/or organizations have been notified of the time,
date and location of this meeting: The Independent Voice of Blythewood and Fairfield,
The Country Chronicle and one hundred forty two other individuals.

Due to COVID-19 (Coronavirus), the meeting is being live-streamed through the
County’s YouTube page in order to keep citizens informed.

1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Pauley called the meeting to order at 6:01pm.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Pauley called for the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Ruff to approve the agenda, seconded by Mr. Gilbert. The
motion carried 7-0.
Mr. Pauley expressed sympathy for those suffering recent loss.

4. INVOCATION
Councilman Dan Ruff led the invocation.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Gilbert, seconded by Mrs. Greene to approve minutes
from the Regular Meeting 10/14/24. The motion carried 7-0.
Mr. Pauley announced Attorney Alex Hooks was sitting in for Attorney Tommy
Morgan.

6. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
A. Midlands STEM Charter School Presentation - Kevin Thomas
Board Chairman Kevin Thomas and CEO Dr. T. K. Kennedy spoke about the
STEM Charter School, its history and the student programs available. The
enrollment process was open and they were anticipating their flag raising
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ceremony soon. PLEASE SEE ATTACHED POWER POINT
PRESENTATION.

1% PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION: All public comments made during this
session must pertain to items on the agenda for which no Public Hearing is
scheduled. Each speaker is allocated three (3) minutes for comment. The total
time allocated for the public comment portion of the meeting is thirty (30)
minutes. Those wishing to make public comment must sign to do so prior to
the Council Chair calling the meeting to order. The Clerk to Council will make a
public comment sign-up sheet available at |east fifteen (15) minutes prior to the
scheduled start time of the meeting.

s John Jones

» Don Goldbach
¢ Kathy Faulk
s Boo Major

¢ Jeff Schaffer
¢ Randy Bright

PUBLIC HEARINGS
None.

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND ORDERS
None.

BOARD AND COMMISSION MINUTES (For information only)
None.

BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
A. Accommodations & Hospitality Tax Committee
Cultural Organization

Lodging Industry

Lodging Industry

Hospitality Industry

At Large

At Large

At Large

Y VYV VVYY

Mr. Ruff made a motion to table the appointments and to extend the
application deadline, seconded by Mr. Roseborough. The motion carried
7-0.
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OLD BUSINESS
None.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Discussion of Ad Hoc Committee to Review Animal Control QOrdinance

Mr. Ruff made a motion to begin the process of forming an Ad Hoc

Committee to assist Fairfield County Council in revising Chapter 4, Animals, of
Code of Ordinances, Fairfield County, South Carolina, and direct the Interim
County Administrator and the County Attorney to prepare information
pertaining to the composition, scope of work, tasks, support, and timing of
the Ad Hoc Committee and bring that information back to the next County
Council meeting for further discussion. Motion seconded by Mr. Roseborough.
The motion carried 7-0.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

A. County Administrator’s Search Update

Mr. Killian said the application process was opened with a deadline of
November 22, 2024, which could be extended if needed. It was posted on the
County website and the County’s LinkedIn account. A press release was sent
to all media contacts as well. The job posting was placed on the websites for
International City/County Management Association, National County
Administrators Association and the SC Association of Counties. They already
received two applications. The goal was to present a list of qualified
candidates to Council at the November 25% Council meeting and make a
selection by the start of the New Year, however, that goal was subject to
change. :

Mrs. Greene commented on how hiring for the position related to the
upcoming election. They typically looked forward to input from incoming
Council. Mr. Killian agreed and thought it best that forthcoming Council be
involved in the selection process,

Mr. Killian asked the Chair if he could give a brief FEMA disaster relief update
and he agreed. Mr. Killian said it was not on the agenda because they did not
receive confirmation of their arrival until the day before. They were currently
receiving walk-in applications at the Boykin Center through Wednesday (30™).
There were press releases by Fairfield’s P10, State EMD and FEMA.

CLERK TO COUNCIL’S REPORT
None.
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COUNTY COUNCIL TIME

Mrs. Swearingen asked the status of the Emergency Management Director
position. Mr. Killian said they had two interviews and one other scheduled. He
felt it would be filled soon. She asked if they would be required to have FEMA
knowledge and he said yes - everyone in that business went through the
process/training. She asked if an assistant was hired and he said yes and he
started two weeks prior. She asked if he was FEMA qualified. Mr. Pauley said
respectfully (regarding Mrs. Swearingen) that who Mr. Killian hired was under
his scope and Mrs. Swearing could talk to him outside of a Council meeting for
further information. She said she was trying to find out if they were working on
a plan in the event of another natural disaster. She asked if they could get an
update on any progress made on Director Broadwater's travels and Mr. Killian
agreed. She asked for an audit update and he said the field work was almost
completed and they were still targeting completion before the year’s end. It
had to be in the Comptroller General’s Office by January 1%t unless an
extension was requested. She said she thought they should bring back the
second public comment session to the agenda and made a motion to such.
There was no response, therefore, it died for the lack of a second.

Mr. Ruff said he looked forward to the Ad Hoc committee and thought citizens
input was vital. He said in regards to the second public comment section that
he was in favor and thought it should have a compromise to include giving
citizens a choice to speak at one and not both.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: (The following statement is provided in
compliance with the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act:
Subsequent to Executive Session, Council may take action on matters
discussed in Executive Session.)

A. Discussion of matters relating to the proposed location, expansion, or the
provision of services encouraging location or expansion of industries or
other businesses in the area served by Fairfield County pursuant to S.C.
Code Ann. § 30-4-70(a)(5).

At 6:49pm, motion made by Mr. Ruff, seconded by Mr. Roseborough
to go into Executive Session. The motion carried 7-0.

At 7:25pm, motion made by Mr. Roseborough seconded by Mrs. Greene to
come out of Executive Session. The motion carried 7-0.

Mr. Pauley stated no action was taken during executive session.

18. ADJOURN



Minutes 10/28/2024 RM 792

At 7:25pm, motion made by Mr. Ruff, seconded by Mr. Roseborough to adjourn.
The motion carried 7-0.

KIM W. ROBERTS, Bd. D.

CLERK TO COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
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Board Chairman- Kevin Thomas

CEO- Dr. T.K. Kennedy




Midlands STE} MIDLANDS STEM

Charter CHARTER SCHOOL
School

The Mission of Midlands STEM is to produce academically
and physically fit STEM proficient students.

SCHOOL OVERVIEW

e Locatedin Winnsboro, SC

» Serves students in grades 4K-12

» Tuition-free, public charter
school

e STEM Focus ience rechnotogy, Engineering, Math)

» Excellence in athletics & arts

(803) 815-1524
www.midlandsstem.org
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Midlands STEM Charter School

AT -A-GLANCE

305 Students . Q, g \o
in 2024-2025 | e %@9

13 Zip Codes Most _u_<.mqmm
Represented in MSCS's UOUC—mﬂ_OD

Student Body in Fairfield County




Dr. T.K. Kennedy

-Fairfield County Resident

-Former Head of School, Legion Collegiate Academy High School
-Former Principal, York Preparatory Academy High School
-Former Director of Athletics, Richland Northeast

-Doctoral Education Leadership, South Carolina State

-National Merit Finalist at York Prep Academy, 2017

-US Army Veteran
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ACADEMICS

Midlands STEM Charter School saw strong academic
growth in the 2023-2024 school year. Compared to
the previous year, more students scored a C or higher
on the Biology 1 and English 2 EOC assessments,
outperforming the local district. The school also
improved elementary SC READY scores in both ELA
and Math, with ELA performance surpassing the local
district.

S.T.E.M. FOCUS

We inspire students through a hands-on STEM-
focused curriculum that promotes critical thinking
and innovation. Our goal is to equip learners with
the skills needed to thrive in today's technology-
driven world.




Midlands
STEM
Charter
School

LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS

Through local partnerships with Midlands Technical College
and SCOUT Motors, we can offer our students immersive,
hands-on experiences that prepare them for the workforce
and inform their decisions for the future.

ELITE ATHLETICS

At Midlands STEM, we offer a variety of athletics including

cross country, basketball, baseball, softball, volleyball, and
archery.

NEW FACILITIES

Midlands STEM is housed in a brand-new, state-of-the-art
39,000-square-foot facility on 36 acres in Winnsboro. The
campus includes a gym and a multipurpose sports field, with

plans to add a football field, baseball field, and cross-country
course in the future.




* We look forward to inviting you to
our flag raising ceremony soon

Now Enrolling

i

CHARTER SCHOOL

854 US Highway 321 Business South, Winnsboro, SC 29180
(803) 815-1524




