Minutes 1/13/2025 RM 804

MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
FAIRFIELD COUNTY COUNCIL
JANUARY 13, 2025

Present: Carl E. Bell, Clarence Gilbert, Dan Ruff, Doug Pauley, Peggy Swearingen,
Oren Gadson, Don Goldbach, (Council Members); Clay Killian (Interim County
Administrator); Tommy Morgan (County Attorney); Dr. Kimberly W. Roberts (Clerk
to Council)

Absent: None

In accordance with the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, Section 30-4-80 (e), as
amended, the following persons and/or organizations have been notified of the time,
date and location of this meeting: The Independent Voice of Blythewood and Fairfield,
The Country Chronicle and one hundred forty two other individuals.

Due to COVID-19 (Coronavirus), the meeting is being live-streamed through the
County’s YouTube page in order to keep citizens informed.

1I

6l

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Gilbert called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Gilbert called for the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Motion made by Mr. Pauley to approve the agenda, seconded by Mr. Gadson.
The motion carried 7-0.

INVOCATION
Councilman Dan Ruff led the invocation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion made by Mr. Ruff, seconded by Mr. Pauley to approve  minutes from
the Regular Meeting 12/9/24. The motion carried 7-0.

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

A. Proclamation Recognizing the Retirement of Carnell Robinson - Public Works
Dr. Roberts read the proclamation and pictures were taken.

B. Proclamation Recognizing Don Prioleau for His Years of Service to Fairfield
County
Dr. Roberts read the proclamation and pictures were taken.
Mr. Ruff, Mr. Gilbert, Mrs. Greene, Mr. Robinson and Mr. Pauley expressed
congratulations and gratitude.
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Chairman Gilbert, Mr. Ruff and Mr. Pauley thanked Mr. Robinson and Mr.
Prioleau for their service.

PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION: All public comments made during this session
will be limited to items, issues, and topics regarding Fairfield County. Each
speaker is allocated three (3) minutes for comment. The total time allocated
for the public comment portion of the meeting is thirty (30) minutes. Those
wishing to make public comment must sign to do so prior to the Council Chair
calling the meeting to order. The Clerk to Council will make a public comment
sign-up sheet available at least fifteen (15) minutes prior to the scheduled
start time of the meeting.

¢ Shirley Greene
 Donita Harris

+ Jeff Schaffer

¢+ Angie C. Brewer
« Randy Bright

PUBLIC HEARINGS
None

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND ORDERS
None

BOARD AND COMMISSION MINUTES (For information only)
None

BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
A. Accommodations & Hospitality Tax Committee
Cultural Organization

Lodging Industry

Lodging Industry

Hospitality Industry

At Large

At Large

At Large

VVYVYVYYVYY

Mr. Pauley made a motion to appoint two applicants, which would complete the
committee, seconded by Mr. Ruff. Mr. Goldbach asked If they were in
compliance with State law regarding the committee membership. Mr. Killian
said he was not sure if they had that information broken down by revenue
generation. Mr. Pauley said he had some information that said it was about a
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50/50 breakdown and Mr, Killian agreed and said they were trying to clean up
the records. Mr. Goldbach requested a copy of that information for Council.

+« Domenic Nappa (D7)
s Pauline Mumma (D5)

The motion was approved 7-0.

OLD BUSINESS
None

NEW BUSINESS

A. 2025 County Council Meeting Dates - ACTION ITEM
Dr. Roberts referred to the drafted calendar Council received in their packet
and requested approval, if no changes were needed. Motion made by Mr.

Ruff for approval, seconded by Mr. Goldbach. The motion was approved
7-0.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT

A. December 2024 Finance Report
Mr. Killian referenced the report given to Council. He mentioned an increase
due to tax collections. Mr. Goldbach asked for clarification regarding what
the County was actually liable for and Mr. Killian agreed to get that
information. He said if they had questions, they could call/email him.
PLEASE SEE ATTACHED.

CLERK TO COUNCIL’'S REPORT
None.

COUNTY COUNCIL TIME

Mrs. Swearingen said she was the Ex-Officio for the Council on Aging and their
funding for weekend meals would be ending soon. She asked if the monies
budgeted for a vet, if not yet hired, could be used for the Council on Aging. Mr.
Killian said Council could reallocate funds via a budget amendment. He said
they were working on hiring a vet or securing a contract for weekly services.
Mrs. Swearingen said donations could be made from the website and would be
appreciated.

Mr. Ruff congratulated the new Chair/Vice Chair and the new Council
members. He was hopeful in the near future to get the Animal Control Ad Hoc
Committee together.

Mr. Goldbach thanked District 2 citizens and his wife for their support. He also
thanked Mrs. Shirley Greene for her offered support. He talked about the
growth in South Carolina and said Fairfield was in a prime location to tap into
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some of it, which meant they needed supportive infrastructure, They needed
the wastewater treatment plant, to install Broadband capability, and additional
housing options. The Council needed to plan and manage the growth, listen to
the citizens regarding it and respond transparently. They needed open
communication between them and to speak with one voice. To be seen in that
way would be positive to stakeholders. He promised to work with Council and
focus on a positive vision for the County and to listen and respond to the
citizens. If they worked together to increase growth, the County would have
additional tax revenue that could be used to improve emergency services, the
animal shelter and other important services. They needed to focus on the
current budget. He said the South Carolina Association of Counties (SCAC)
could plan and facilitate a finance retreat, which would include all aspects. He
volunteered to put it together if there was interest.

Mr. Pauley congratulated Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Bell on becoming Chair and Vice
Chair.

Mr. Gilbert thanked Councll for electing him as Chair and congratulated the
new incoming Council. He expected them to work harmoniously with
stakeholders and all others to advance the agenda of unity, growth, prosperity
and a sense of family for the citizens. He thanked the former Chairman for his
leadership and for standing strong In the face of adversity. He said to the new
Council members that they expected them to partner with them for the
betterment of the County. He wanted to create harmony between the districts.
He pledged his dedication to creating confidence and faith with the citizens. He
wanted them to be less individualistic and more community-minded. He asked
that they not promote division but instead usher in a collectively new and
exciting term of positivity, respect, progress, growth and development and
God bless them all.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: (The following statement is provided in
compliance with the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act:
Subsequent to Executive Session, Council may take action on matters
discussed in Executive Session.)

None
ADJOURN

At 6:48pm, motion made by Mr. Pauley, seconded by Mr, Gadson to
adjourn. The motion carried 7-0.
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KIM W. ROBERTSE4. D.
CLERK TO COUNCIL

CLARENCE |GILBERT
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