STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY COUNCIL FOR FAIRFIELD COUNTY
ORDINANCE NO. 859

AN ORDINANCE BY FAIRFIELD COUNTY COUNCIL TO EXEMPT FROM
PROPERTY TAX FORTY-TWO AND 75/100 PERCENT (42.75%) OF THE FAIR
MARKET VALUE OF A WATERCRAFT AND ITS MOTOR PURSUANT TO S.C.

CODE ANN. SECTION 12-37-220(B)(38)(b), INCLUDING LIMITATIONS FOR

WATERCRAFT CLASSIFIED FOR PROPERTY TAX PURPOSES AS A PRIMARY OR
SECONDARY RESIDENCE PURSUANT TO S.C. CODE ANN. SECTION 12-37-224,
AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO.

WHEREAS, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 12-37-220(B)(38)(b), the governing body of a
County may exempt from the property tax forty-two and 75/100 percent (42.75%) of the fair
market value of a watercraft and its motor and which applies whether the motor is located in,
attached to, or detached from the watercraft; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 12-37-224, the exemption from taxation does
not apply to a boat or watercraft classified for property tax purposes as a primary or secondary
residence; and

WHEREAS, the County’s taxing power is utilized for the public good.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY FAIRFIELD COUNTY COUNCIL THAT:

Section 1. The tax exemption set forth in the recital above is hereby adopted and shall
be in full force and effect for taxes due in tax year 2027 and thereafter.

Section 2. General Repealer. Any ordinance, resolution, or other order of County
Council, the terms of which are in conflict with this Ordinance, is, only to the extent of that
conflict, repealed.

Section 3. Effectiveness. This Ordinance is effective after third reading and a public
hearing.

ADOPTED BY FAIRFIELD COUNTY COUNCIL THIS DAY OF
2026.

Clarence Gilbert, Chairman Carl E. Bell, Vice-Chair
District 7 District 4
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Dan Ruff, District 1 Don Goldbach, District 2

Peggy Swearingen, District 3 Doug Pauley, District 5

Oren Gadson, District 6

(SEAL)

ATTEST:

Kimberly Roberts, Ed. D., Clerk to County Council
Fairfield County, South Carolina

READINGS:

First Reading: September 14, 2026
Second Reading: September 28, 2026
Public Hearing:

Third Reading:
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