STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) PROCLAMATION
COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD )

HONORING DEMETRIUS CHATMAN
THE FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN MAYOR OF WINNSBORO, SC

WHEREAS, on July 1, 2025, Demetrius Chatman was sworn in as the first African-American Mayor of the
Town of Winnsboro, SC, a town whose long and complex story stretches back before 1795; and

WHEREAS, a life-time Fairfield County resident, Mayor Chatman, is also a proud alumni of SC State
University, whose journey has been defined by resilience, service and an unwavering commitment to
community; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Chatman served faithfully on Winnsboro’s Town Council for seven years and ran a
campaign focused on responsible growth, revitalization and community unity; and

WHEREAS, his official platform called for renewed Main Street storefronts, fair housing, support for youth
and seniors, and economic development; and

WHEREAS, for over two centuries, leadership in Winnsboro reflected the racial hierarchy of its time, despite
Fairfield County being a majority Black community for much of its history; and

WHEREAS, despite these challenges and others, Mayor Chatman continues to rise — guided by faith, purpose
and the drive to make a difference; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that Chairman Clarence Gilbert, District 7, and the members
of the Fairfield County Council, would like to recognize and honor MAYOR DEMETRIUS CHATMAN.
We look forward to witnessing more historical moments under your leadership and are proud of the works
begun and continued.

SO ORDERED THIS THE 23RD DAY OF FEBRUARY 2026.

Clarence Gilbert - Chairman

Dr. Kimberly W. Roberts — Clerk to Council




